” ” I F.Y + - a 4 
” a __ . N ad Py NE . n pO OR RS! IE IT -- Sag ts | ' OG Es OG : 
2 ki 33. i + it : . he, wad 4 : TW TT ». WR. <3) . 0 4. 3 F . : 2+ 5 1% Ml 
1 F p Fs, $f it * bets. 1 fr ES. > + ——Y 4 A. y % . ; - » F : F , && 
2 Ol Ds BR. 20 Be ey TOW OW TS, FIR ” IR WY - ” \ x F bs 
bs PLN PE 4, IEC 5 — IN NC of o S334 « . * . n 5 
— HS} . . "» » £2» 4 : » F I 
4 ©# : » - . 4 ” » , 
k . ” % =_ . 
# P * p z} G ſ j 5 
/ » 2 
Fe * 
# 2 ” "* 4 
We . 
, ; q 
« . # Pa * 
<1 / O ” Z / 
LO 


| Prrempay Decree 


-LECTIONE 


T O 


ETERNAL GLORY 
REPROBATED. 


In A SER MON "RET before 
_the Univerſity in Great St. MARIES 
Church | in CAMBRIDGE. 


By Robert N, eville, B. D. Regor of x du 


1 Ma 


S:M*.5%--.-LON:D ON, 
riritedifor Benj. Billingſley, at the Priming] Preſs 
der the Piazza of the Royal Exchange, 16$2. 
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* re. ned 5 


To my Trudy | 
HONOURED FRIEND, 


and quondam 
Chamberfellow at 
... KINGS COLLEDGE 


| Eo EN: 
Þ CAMBRIDGE. 
THOMAS FOUN TAIN, bh, > 


; Ine Sir 


Here are two dangerous Opinions in 

the World, againſt which, as a- 

| ainſt twa Rocks, we may ſuffer 
Fd TW 3 fr Jo the One je 
. and Calviniſm on the other ; theſe are the 
Sl and Charybdis, between which if 
We do n0t freer our Courſe evenly and care- 
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fully, we may Ruin and Undo our ſekves : 
Pelagianiſm pleads 200. muich for” a Natural 
Power and ſtrength in man; it aſcribes too 
much to man, and \'makes' bim by Nature 
Ommnipotent ; it makes a God of bim in Po- 
wer and ſtrength: - And Calviniſm , like 
Meduſa's head in the Poet, turns men -in- 
z0 ſtones, robs them of all their Powers and 
Faculties, and determines them irreſsftably . 
zo all-tbeir Atzous, by ,a; Neceſsity no-leſs 
unavoidable, than the falling ſtone moves 
towards the Center ;- the latter. of theſe Opi- 
nions wrongs Nature an defef, by. allowing 
ber no ſtrength, which by Conſequence muit 
make mien. deſperate ; the firit wrongs Na- 
ture in Exceſs, by allowing it too much 
ſtrength, which mus needs blow men up with 
z00 ſwelling a Confidence ; and bath of phem do 
| equally deitroy the reaſon of our Application 
10 Gad for firength ; far neither will the man. 
that ic well in Conceit, nor yet the deſperate, 
© apply. bimſelf © @ Phyſician ; becauſe the 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
one cries there is no'need,” the other, there is 
"no belp. The former of theſe two, namely 
Pelagianiſm, ſets up and trafficks upon its 
own Credit, and depends upon the large ftock 
of its own "natural Abilities ; and ſcorns to 
own the Grace of God ſo far, as to take it 
into'a ſhare:and Partnerſhip with it The 
other, namely" Calviniſm breaks, when it 
neetls not, Fe then declares it ſelf a bank: 
rupt, \and' pretends Inſufficiency , that ſo it 
may upon eaſier terms Compound with God 
for its'debt of Obedience ; becauſe the Abſo- 
lnte\Decree-of Reprobation hath taught men 
z0'fancy; they: have no: power, it alſo makes 
them to. have: no-Will to obtain Salvation ; 
T hey are of opinion, - that the Goats are more 
numerous than: thoſe-few $heep,. which are 
wikes a the little Fold of the Abſolute De- 
.cree of Ele&ion ; which: is diametrically 
Oppoſrte"to Sk; Pauls Do#rine, 1 Tim\2. 
4. That:Chiiſt will have all men to. be . 

P "Ki bac and a corary t0 St. Peters 2 Per. | 
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EPHES. 1. the former part of the 4th. Verſe. 


According 'as be hath choſen us in him before the Founda- 
tion of the World. — 


Here is no one Conceic that engageth 

men ſo ſtrongly to perliſt in Sin,as the 
A. Perſwaſion, that Gods Irrefiftible De- 
cree is the Cauſe all Events, of all their 
w---- Adti- 
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A&ions.; and though they are not arrived to 
fo high a degree of Blaſphemy,-as to adycnture 
to, Define God, totidem verbis , the Author of 
Sin :, yet (whichvis tantamount), ſome.mien are 
of) Opiniony, thar' becaule all things depend'on 
Gods Decree ; all the Sins they commit, are 
entailed upon them by 4 Fatal Neceſsity ; and that 
they are but as {b-many-links-of-one Fatal Chain, 
wherewith they are fetter'd and faſt bound to - 
Satang; and”rhat allicheir Cate andInduſtry can- 
not take off one Linkfrom-cthat Chain ; nor Des 
du&t one fingle tranſgreſſion from the whole 
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Sum;..and: numberteſs.munber. of their iniqui- 
ties. | | 
Others again, on the other hand; think the 

have ' Gods Ahſoldte iDdree {br their ſecurity) ; 
and *preund” their- hepes*of- Heayen -uporr-no 
other baſis, no other bottom, letting looſe the 
reins to alt* licentiouſneſs, becauſe” they aſſure 
themſelves that.Gods Decree-of-Eleftion roEter- 
aal Glory is paſs't in fayour of them.: When a- 
laſs}tharDetree of Elefion, which rb build upon, 


is groſly miſtaken by them : God having deter- 


min'd by his Decree ofgiving Chriſt,to eall-men-+ 


 fromea vigous courſe” of Lite ro Chriftianiry ; 
hich is onely an Elton to Evangelical Grace and 
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olineſs;3 and-a Jeparating mth ro. the parcicips- 
tion, of HG god bane, contained -in the 
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* World. 


Golpel, n9t.ant Abſolute Decree of Election to 
Ecergal glory; without any/ regard. of their 
Works'aad Attions: and this is clear and evi- 
dent from this. Clauſe of the verſe, that con» 
tains. my: Text, | that we: ſhould be Holy and with- 


out blame. beforei bm, } which immediately fol- 


lows theſe words of my "Text, According'as be 
bath.. choſen, u4 in" him before the Foundation: of the 


In-which words are theſerwo- general parts. 
Firſt; Gods-Eternal\ Decree of Eleion | He hath 
' 3.) choſen: us before tbe Foundation of: "the 


Secondly, The Authour, the. Promens of this 
- .- Decree, namely Chriſt, [He' bath-chſen 
" 45/i bim | in-oc through Chritt : . 


' Firſt, - OrGods | Eternal Decree-of Elettion | He 
hath choſen us before the Foundation-of the World} for 


the better underſtanding whereof, 'tis neceſſa- 


ry-to acquaintyouw with a threefold acceptation 
of chis:word-[ EleFion.}] 

- Firſt, It. imports ſome:ſpecial Dignation and 
Fayour,-or a ſpecial ſeparation of ſome. perſons; 
19-any particular Office:ot-- Function: in which 

FILL + B 2 ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, Luke 6. 13. Chriſt is ſaid to havechoſen 
twelve, whom he named Apoſtles :' Or elſe it 
implies ſome eminent Prerogative, and Digni- 
ty, given to one above another, without gny 
Intention of excluding the perſon, that is not 
fo Dignified, from* Eternal Salvation ; and in 
this ſenſe I rake thoſe words, Rom. 9. 11. that 
the purpoſe of God according to Eleftion might 
ſtand ; where the word | Eleftion] ſignifies a 
ſpecial ſeparation of Jacob, to an eminency and 
Prerogative above Efau ; becauſe God had'faid 
verſe 12. The Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger ; and 
verſe 13. Jacob have F-loved, but Eſas have I hated, 
but this is not the ſenſe chat the Fext here 


| 4eÞ 


«1\Secondly,'The word | EleQion, or Chooſing, 
imports a "is. 9 Dectee of  Elettion to. 


Erernal Life : and jn- this notion *ris moſt fre- 

quenely taken by Divines ; but the word | Cho- 

= in:'the Text” will -neither admit of this 
| e C. 


3 but'imports''rather 


"Thirdly, AnEle@tion to-Evangelical Grace, 
or Gods free and undeſerved Mercy, in Decree- 
ing to beſtow | Chriſt upon: all, as the moſt 
Effeftual -meanes to engage men 'to Holineſs 
of Life; thats, 'by what *Chriſt hath! _ 
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Elton Rpdind 


and ſiiffered, for Gentiles as well as Jews, to 
call and bring home {ſinners of all ſorts.to Re- 
' Pentance ; and this farther appears from the 
- ninth and tenth verſes of the chapter of m 
Text, where, the Myſtery of his will ac- 
cording to bis own good pleaſure ( which is all 
one with his chooſing us, here in' the Text) is 


ſpecified to be, the gathering of all things, both 


Jews and Gentiles rogether in Chriſt : and chis 


1s the Subject of the ſecand chapter, and of'a 
great part of this Epiſtle. 


Now thar theſe words [ He hath SoſenT; im- 
ply onely an 'Eleftion to Evangelical Grace, 
and not any Abſolute Decree. of Election to. 
Eternal Glory ; I ſhall further evince and 
-manifeſt 'to you, by thele following reaſons 
and arguments ; 

Firſt, Becauſe God hath declared in Scrip- 
ture, har thoſe, who believe in Chriſt, and 
perſevere in that Faith, ſhall be ſaved ; and 
that fuch, as will nor believe in Chriſt, nor 
nerſevere. in that Faith , ſhall be Damned; 
W hich declaration of his 15 s inconſiſtent with any 


- Ffuch Abſolute Decree. 


Now the Adequate Obje&s of the Divine 


and Peremptory Election to Eternal Glory, are 
Al, and on, Such, who believe in ha: 7 
and: . 
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| and. | perſevere a dye i in tha 7 od 
Objects of Reprobation are ſuch, and 


ſuch, who either belies! ot, ,7 or BEE A 


in their Faith: ' John 3. 3 kl 
the ſon, -hatb everlaſting i { - pot be that believer (nk 
the ſon ſhall not. ſee li ife, but. the x fg $4 70d abideth 
on him: and John. 6. 40. This u the will of hin 
that ſent me , that every. one, heh þ ff bo ah on the 
fon, may have everlaſting life.” nd as;t ohio 
of. the Divine EleRjon are Fa uch as,: - | 
are they alſo ſuch as perlever in, that. Faith, 
Matth. 24. 1 3, He re c rt t : red the 
ame ſhall be ſave PBS Wert Mark >. 
iy Fg A which Je. hey f ogra tre | the be yon n | 
ſhall remam in, you, = ſhall ah in 7 e.ſan, 
and im the father ;. 1. e. "9 al L continue in.the 
favour of. God. From, w hich places of Scripty 


it is clear and eminent; that when ef, Ny: MENtLo, | 
is made of Gods Will and Decree, either TA 


ving or damning. any ; no other Will or, SA 
cree,of his is meant, bur. onely thar, vi whe 
will fave Believers , and damn' all Nor 


VETS. 


Secondly, No Abfolute 1 Decree can "ah inferr q 
either'from: this, or, any. other \Text of Scrip- 
rure ;, becauſe. thereby we ſhould deſtroy [the 
nature of Grace and ' Virtue; which are noting 
| elle, 
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gy —_— 
dt but; an - Habituat Power and ability in the 


rational 1 Soul of. man; 6 bear all RAC] pain, 
and loſs, and forbear all ſenfible' pleaſure and 
profit, our of loye to Reaſon, and' the Divine 
Law : this excellent power and ability of the 
Soul, as far as *tis natural, or acquir'd by our 
own as and' endeayours,is 'of moral'Con idera- 
tion ; but as it is ſupernaturally wrought in the, 
Soul, or infuſed into it by the Spirit of God, [ny 
far it concerns Theology, and .is above the 
ſphere of morality ; bur becauſe Grace is confeſt” 
by all to be the perfection of Natute ; 3 and ac- 
- quirdand infus'd virtue are not "An, of incon- 
fiſtent; Thave chruft' them into one : definition, - 
in which Divines and Philoſophers both agree : : 
Now if we were determin'd. Heteſ iſtibly either 
to Viceor Virtue, by any Deremptory Decree of 
the Alniightie's XY this definition of Grace. or 
rtus, would be a'vain and ulelels. notion ; 
and all the\Divines anfl Philolophers, that have, 
been ſince the Creation, would have been, great... 
Cheats and Impoſtors: : and all the excellent 
Diſcoirfes* to incite Men” to 'Virtge, or deter. 
chem. from Vice, which they have penn'd with | 
ſuch admirable Reaſon and Rhetoric, "would be | 
but i tidle and unprofitable Harang ues 3 4 ; and : as, a, '% 
ſignificant | ro” the impotent race > and r nathre of . 
mem as the practical Rules” of Dancing t roa 
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8 The Abſolhae Decree of 
Cripple, or a Metaphyſical Le&ture to a natu- 
ral Fool : to which 1 may alſo ſuperadd, chat 
Vireue and Vice would-be daſhr rogether and 
confounded , were our Actions the reſult of 
neceſſity, occaſioned by any ſuch Decree; for + 
(2 595 as Juſtm Martyr faith very well, (a) If it be fa- 
md z-5% tally Decreed, that one ſhould be good, another bad, 
ro 93G the one cannot be approved or accepted , nor the other 
ani blam'd or cenſur d : Now if any ſuch Abſolute De- 
ger: cree ſhould be ſuppoſed to be paſted; in favour 
of any ; we TW "either Aſſert, that God De- 
crees to Save them, be they never ſo leud and 
diffolute, which'is contrary to:the whole Te- 
nour of the Goſpel ; or elſe that God does irre- 
fiſtibly derermine-.them to the uſe of ſuch 
means, 'as mult neceſſarily bring them to hea- 
ven ; which would make men utterly uncapa- 
ble either of Reward .or Puniſhment ; for as 
(G6) ox ui w- Clemens Alexandrinus hath rruely told us, (6) 
ga Fs Neither Rewards, nor Puniſhments are juſt, if the 
np -et-I Soul hath not a free Power both'to embrace and refuſe 
| 9 *9rwis: evil, Neither is.it poſſible any man ſhould re- 
| pent of doing what he could nor but do, or of 
omitting to do, what was never in his power 
to effet, no more than that heTannor fly like a 
Bird,” of move like an Angel: I muſt indeed 
confeſs, "thar'it # God that worketh in us both to. will 
and to do of his goo Pleaſure, Phil, 2. 13. butrhis 
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is ſo far:from taking away: our. power, 'thar 'tis - 


brought as a reaſon: by. St. Pal , why: we 
ſhould work out our-Salyation,ſpoken of inthe 
ewelfch verſe : God does indeed work it in-us ; 
bur how-? By giving us:the knowledge of. his 
promiſes, by exciting and ſtrengthening | us by 
his Spiric : He works'it who ſupplies us with ' 
all ſuficient means to work: it.; he does it, but 
not without us, not- whilſt: we: lye like men 
aſleep, or-like dead-men in their graves: God 
works the Ability co Aft, but not the Aetic 
elf; for if he did, it would: be his: Act, not 
Ours; much-leſs does he work it forcibly,::and 
irreſiſtibly-; 57:3 4 01200 27 


And - though by his primitive and natural _ 
will, he would have all: men happy ; happi- 
neſs having been the very;end of their Creaci- 
on ; and though he forbids fin, and detefts-it, 
as contrary to his Eſſential Goodneſs; yet he 
may juſtly permit- it ;- and the will of man 
may have-in it ſelf a power for natural ' and 
ſinful actions : it may reſiſt - Gods grace, it - 
may. obſtru@ irs workings and operations, ir 
may receive the grace of God in- vain ;' and 
Eb. 10. | 29. Do deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, 
and Jude 4. abuſe: and turn the grace of God into 
wantonneſs I ſhall conclude this particular, with 
Fiend” c | thoſe 
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KGatonds wok Th of erg :(4) It -i5: Gods 
part to beſtow \Grace,, :butit i: your Jag (as Je are. 
you £0 receive. A keep $6\ 12-141 | 


\ Thirdly; No Able Decree af Bledhion cabs 
foppoſgioe be-made bys. God;> becauſe he hach 
granted the will of Ry Parenv for Freedom ; 
which:freedom i5::incompatiblewith-an ſuck 
Decree: We arendrdrawmb pong 6 Anvias 
ſible wires, :dar-rnove notubcatily and from 
principle withia ;* weate nor. hurried by exrer 
nab accidencs,-but/ Geer our own chunk: Fe 
are:free: Agents; and'God:made us:forwhers'He 
made us  men.; and our. ations are:voluncary, 
not necellary, '(b) Goodneſs ( ſaich St. Baſil) is 

mat h65, wh rfsity524t ir 


| A Goednefs>'or: nur They who 
nur tee grins wiſer than- God, and ſeemed 
coirmmenaar,! tharity cheiri natural Confticurion 
cheve 'vwas' now: "nauderees; axeceliity of being. 
7. \cand$'amim 1off being>evil, did 
(as Scu-Baſil tells them)/:(c) ncitherrloye-goodueſs, 


_—_ ——_—_ and' thavic-thi®-vain deſice, 


by:which noching bur 
I Tre Es (156 mp 
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| God" tnade" air ifren his" 6w# irlfa Einge 
ous; hinv wich's .reafondble” Johl; Navi 5 the 
uſe 'of Underſtanding, and Freeddhr: of "will; 
he gave him power to conſider,” -ind'daliberare, 
co confale and chooſe; 'wheteby he: Wis made 


maſter-of' himſelf; and Lord of his \own a&i. *: © © 


ons: for' if God ſhould force'the wilt of min; 
itwere (in effet) a deſtroyi ng the frature of his 
Creature; which the grace *of God*wWas never 
deſigned for, but' rather to ftretigtheind%aF 
fi bis 'We read indeed'of infuſed Habits ; and 
what then-2 Though we ſhould, 'as wemay, 
grant: *thav-good habits ar inftc#ts ns," yet 
they : are not”: infuſed” withotit”2outr "Swi 
concurrence :”they-ate-' poured into” us; 
not as water” into-4 <ciftern; But- av intoliy 
Veſſels, firted\and- prepared* for then; forif 
they were- infuſe$ into ny \withorit our owl Aid 
or help, without our preparinp” our ſelves for 
their reception, they could never be loft. 

God onely uſcs-ſtich meansto/favetts, 54 are 
neceſlary for '6ne, who iv'te&'ddal eedriotizf 
Crearures, and ſach- a he intehds'eithe?'to re. 
ward: or - puniſh : He: makes uſe" 6f his C4118, 
his Promiſes, his Threatnings, p, his Fiions, 
his'Grace Pteventing;” 'Exci Afſiting 
ina word;” he-uſts alt micans but violence an 
coaRtion-* If -We "were tinder the tiesnd: re- 

= #Y DR 9 ns > 


be Abſolowh » Dawnevor 
 Rraints, of aocaſſing 4 or were overpowr'd by 
ſome ſecret 'reefiftible Cauſe, we ſhould nor be 
ſomuch Agents, as Patients, and be the objects 
of Compaſſion, rather than of cenſures or Penal | 
3 Inflictions :.. from whence Porphiry was wont to 
| (3 Gttur ſay, (a) He that i moved by Force and Compulſuon, 
Wind if no leſs where he was, than if be had not been moved 
8 Boden if off; for whatſoever alteration in appearance 
may fac che preſent be made by Necellity. and 
"ls. when the Compullion is taken off, 
every. thing returns to. irs firſt natural ſhate: 
Bur, without peradventure in all moral Accounts, 
Man is to. be ſuppoſed to be in. that Scare, in 
which his. own. .choice did firſt-place him, and 
| in which he would ſtill have been, had not vi-: 
4 olence remoyed him... So-that Seneca was in the 
Py enn,, 1 ight,. when he. ſaid. (b.); Neceſſity is the great 
EG of -bumane Infirmity which excuſes all. its 
I _— 4ts. of Compulſn [+ 


*  Cagit excuſat- 

; \ God hath placed beforeevery man Good and 
2 wp Evil, -that be I might. do'good, nat out of- Neceſ- 
| cre, ſalve fi, but willingly, ſich St. Cyprian ;, for 'tis no. 
: ommendation not to commit that Ewil, which. we had 


; | {yg Pa the Power to. AF, (d) Gith Laenting- Will 
" worm. you fay'a Lion is a. Lamb, when. he is within 
the Grates Will you call an Eunuch-. chaſt ? 


. Qr a manin. _ _ Was Bajaxet.no, 
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Tyrant when he was in the Iron Cage ? 

| In this conſiſts our Obedience, that we ma- 
ny times do "Fhat which is contrary to.our own 
inclinations ; but that we always do Thar, 


mY 


which if we would, we might not have done : 


For 'ris impoſlible for any finite Creature, who 
bath not his compleatneſs and perfeQion with- 
| iv himſelf; to purchaſe Heaven upon other 

terms than theſe, that be might have loſt it : St. Au- 


guſtin, that great Champion for the grace of 


d) H, 4 
(0/0 pore | 
negare;ſtd fi no-- 


God, ſaith, (d) 4 man may Sin, and deny God, 
but be doth not unleſs be will ; in: a word, God 
Commands Obedience, but doth not Force it, In 
fine, if any ſhall be ſo irrational, as to main- 
tain the Neceſlity of finning, they run into that 
abſurd paradox of the Stoicks, and place all fins 
. uponthe ſame level of equality, equalizing the 
| ſmalleſt frailties and infirmities of humane Na- 
rure to the moſt horrid and flagitious crimes ; 
they mulciply fins at a ſtrange rate, but withal 
lightenthe weight,and extenuate the guile of fin, 


allow'it to be onely a Notion, and inſtruct men. 


co entertain ſlight thoughts of it; For prevention: 
whereof it will be neceſſary ro. acquaint you, 
that all the Providences of God, how apt ſoe- 
ver they are, in their own Nature, to affect 


men 3; 


lit non facit. 


the Spirits, and awaken the. Conſciences of 


OT W . 
2 .men x. yer BO Gododely as.md- - 
tives, perſwaſives, and convictions ; and not 
ed as inftruments of violence to force the 

Soul, leave men ftillin the Natural. Liberty of 

their wills ;; and work in-fuch manner, /asis fit by 
: for a reaſonable Soul, not leading ir in. chains, 
— nor drag by Violence like a: Slave: : And 
| (034d Our Se.) Cri af Frum peas th fame ſenſe; : (a) 
| deter. | God i jwone:to- ence; and Mercy, but yet he exs 
a phe pets. - 9 the will of every man ſhanld accompany bis 
| ' mexairr. Grace and Goodneſs; by making 4 good Choice, and 
be - this ae rs —_ reaſon 'of _ being re- 
E = i". jetted. ov... 29.B they 
YT Ok ae to fear of the Lord. : , asSt.: Gudd:of 
1 = Jeruſalem affirms, i (b) An Evid, but Voluntary, 
Ark Bis 1-6 that graws Annes will ; and thae-we'fin 
J I Propher:rells us} Jer.'{ 2. 21. 
J bras alabd thee'-a noble Vine wholly a right jeed, 
; how-then-art' thou-turned into a degenerate plant of a 
S. ſtrange Vine unto. me2: Upon which words the 
| (©) 5glls forenamed Father makes: this Deſcane ;/(c)/The 
| 9993 ef lantation was good, «the fruit evil, and that evil was 
: pie; nes <0 | be. that: :planted- -it therefore i not culpa- 
| druin&,%c. ble, becauſe it was planted: to:/a' good! end, h | 
Ef chough:willfully it broughe forth bad: fruit: 
for;. asthe Royal Preacher faith; Ecclefe 7. 29; 
| God made-mani upright, but they have ſought out many 
: quay {o-thav: you ſee plainly, mat.isfo 
=: 4 | IDE ace ſer 


EleSion- Gl Rerakibad' 


ſer inthe Hloridon, either of Happineſs, or Mi: 
ſery,” that he”may' berake' himſelf to which of 
the two he pleaſes, and make' himſelf either a 
Saint of Heaven, or a Fiend of' Hell; either an 


Angel, ora Devil. - God" would 'not limir his 


happineſs, 'he left him-power'to encreal[cir, to 
poliſh and beaurifie himſelf ; or if herefule ic,he 
gives hin liberty to ruin himſelf ; according to 


that'of the Prophet, Pegs 9.0 as on | 


haſt deſtroyed thy FA. - 


/-Fourthly, No Abſulge 1 Decree Gw EleQion can 
ever-be fig poſed: to/ have been''rriade' by God, 
becauſe Ca died for-alt;* which ule not 
. be aid; if there were'any ſuch Deerde?' onieFyt6 
chooſe ſome few perfonsto' Eternal Life -and"eX> 
clude all others':** Now!thae-Chriſt died fo? 2} 
is" clear and; evident;(from"r! Tim." - 2 gig; 
For there'is one God, and (one* ' Mediator between Gud 

and Men, the Man" Chriſt Jeſus, whs gan himfelf a 
ranſom for All} and' (as it &ini the'4ch? ver of 


char-chapter) will have” «ll men "tv" be ſaved; the 


force of whicly words the Contra-Remonſtrancs 
endeavour /to avoid , by telling us, that the 
_ word rm is to beitaken chere; thor Pros 

lis. generum, Jed pro” generibus finguloriim; ;- not w1 
all of every! kind, but for ſorne'few onely of 
every” ſort' and nation; Whicli diftinction-' of 
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FOR cuts the Fab a the ag Exlioeratis 
WO! and enervates the. ſtrength} of his. reaſon- 
;| For.theſe words of his: [|who will have -all 

men. to be ſaved:|| are uſed: by St. Paul as an Ar- 
. gument; why, Prayers.and Supplications are:ro 
be made, not .onely for;-Kings; -and alli.chat 

are in Authority, - verſe '2... bur alſo- for All Men, 
verſe. 4, and that becauſe. God will bave all-men to 
be Saved; Now if theſe words{ All Men]:were 
ro be underſtood of ſome few: onely. of every 
ſort and Nation, the Scripture might have ſaid 
with» far more- reaſon, .that God will-bave:4ll 
Men, be damned; ſince thatiof every Nation 
| and Shares, (according tothe; Contra-Re- 


c part... Our ſafeſt policion then 
ning op death and ſatisfaction, is this; 
'thathe died for All.: For. thoſethar: Periſh, as 
well as for thoſe that Periſh not; Luk.1 9.1 o:For 
all char were loft ; That Chriſt died-for che-E- 
le&, the Comra-Remonſtrams themſelves will 
graht'; and that he died: alſo for:Cataways, 
and » that Periſh, is clear-and evident from 
— Car; i 11s; \wherethe: Apoſtle cells-us, that 
unleſs. we. ceompet- our Chriſtian Liberty with 
2harity;-. -podible that through our 
now- 
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knowledge a weak Brother .,may periſh: for 
_ -whom' Chriſt died: One-for whom. Chriſt di- 
-<d (if Sr." Paxl ſpeaks truth): may periſh, and 
be a caſtaway ; and the words in the following 
ewelfth: verſe: do more {trongly - confirm. /chis 
Truth; where the Apoſtle ſaich, when: e. ſwn-/o 
againſt the Brethren, and wound their weak Conſcien- 
"ces, ye ſin againſt Chrift, to-whom they were ſo 
-dear,\ that he:was. willing'to dye for cheir Sal- 
-yariori'; -and, that; therefore we-:ſin a 
Chriſt hianſob6; whilſt by our im prudent ule of 
our Chriſtian Liberty, we rob: him of any..of 
*thoſe, whom. he :Redeemed,- not with, Corrpptible 
* thin 5 as Sil ver ant Gold: but: his:moſt. pr -etious. Blood. 
:4' 'Perer 1.-1/8;); Qhriſt taſted Death-forevery 
man ? for the ungodly. ; Romans 5 6. In, due 
time Chriſt died for the wigedly:; 2 for the unjuſt, 
:1,\Pet:- 94 18.7 For. Chriſt: alſo: batb , once | ſu ered 
fort fins; | the:juft| for the jnult; that. be, might-br 
Na | God. Ck died: RA as well wg 


-as-Judas and Peter were both: ſinners,. quoad, "Sig 


ationem: Reconciliationss, as 'to the-Imperration 
eReconcliaton, which -was obtained-for All, 
"pro ouſly-, --and/' withour diſtingion', as 
- Sinners © But: onely. the Faichfyl , Penitent , 
and! Obedicnc; are .concerned-in the Epaice, and 
(pode) of cron 3 ba 
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Judas could not: participate, becauſe ing his 
own' default, he *was'an Infidel, an Unbelie- 
ver : The Death of Chriſt 'was:not.as Benek- 
cial ro Judas, as'to Peter ; becauſe Judas ſuper- 
added a new Iniadetivy: to his former ſins, which 4 
Peter did not.- ' 


Chriſt hath purchaſed Sabyagion for:/as many 
as will believe it ; He :ſhed' as-much Blood for Ju- 
dut'as for Peter. "Peter Believed, and ;Repent- 
+64 and was” therefore ſaved ; Judas: would not 

believe; and was therefore condemned. 

'And-now'letme- remove one Objetion of the 
-ContraRemonſtrants againſt ' the univerſality 

mem cpm _—_ 1 wil concladt this 

Fs © | 

"A Ws ar Death nf Chriſt is, in inRiC. '& 
'*« falficient ranfom'for the-whole.'World, fn we 
<[ook upon-the -intrinſic-worth_and walue.of 
*<jt;*bur: thati/Gods Decree, and: Chrilt's.in- 
16 cotition-was; that-a fever. perſonsoneby ſhould 
-« recievethe'benelir oft.” HONRLzafton:, 5 

Whar'isehis beer, vthan-ro caſta-Refleion | 
| Fon God (sfrewhoderh declared 0 Snip- 
, VaropiGwarces ——— arg 


Elfion Reprobuted. 
for the Sis" of the whole World) ſhould ſecretly 
Reſolve' and! Decree,- not toextend' the bene- 
fies ok his Death ro one half of it, but confine: 
chem -onely ro ſome' few SelefF' Perſtns'; we! 
might juſtly-impeach'his Trurh-and Sinverity,' 
queſtion his Juſtice', and: ſay' Gen,” 18. 25; 
Shall not-the Judge of all the Earth'dv.right'2/ If the: 


Neath of Chriſt were ſufhcient-for-All;- andyer:+ 


All were not redeemed by it ; the impediment 
muſt be: either in God; -who- will-not accept 
this ranſom, or in- Chrift that offers it; there 
being- no impediment in'thoſe, for whom tis 
offer'd';+ which,” if any, -muſt- be their fins': 
bur they-icar be is impediment; becauſe the 
Ranſom was: paid to: take away'fin, actording- 


to thar'of Johw-1. '2. 91 Behold-the' Lambiaf God; 


that itakss aWay-'the ſins of the World';; therefore the 
impediment miſt be? iv» God ;- whe: wil not 
allow that Clirift's- deach (ſhould be fufficienr 
foralb ;-and-{& Gods- Secret! Will muſÞ be* re- 
pugnant' to-' his Revedded Wil--in- Scripture 5; 
which-bur-to imiagine; is'ta-abuſe: his-Sincerity- 
and Fuſtice;- and - make him-like the- Inhabt- 
racits--of Biſcay-; - who, when : any of the Spa-- 
nifh- Kings come into. the Frontiers of their 
Countrey, cuſtomarily proffer - him | forme few- 
ſmall .prxces of Braſs, called Afravides ;. buc 
99s - es | 


mil 


Fg: 


_ rel{. him withal, that he jr not -Þ them: 
So theſe. men make God offer the Blood of his 
Son/to all mankind: for their Redemption ;, but 
then they. ſay his ſecret Will, and Decree, is, that 
they ſhall -not Al rake or, receive, .the benefit 
ofit. And whart is this better than co make 
God injure his own Juſtice,and ag and mock. 
his poor Creatures? 2 1s | 


\ You ſee _ there can be no impediment in 
God ; and as not in; him, ſo neither in Chriſt,, 
thar offers this Ranſom. :- For if,-as the Cal-] 
_ Viuſts, affirm, the ſufficiency of | the, Ranſom: 
were, in ir ſelf, the. Cauſe, that. that might 
be. righely faid to. be [given for Al, which is 
onely given for ſome. few, becauſe/inc ſelf ic 

was lufficient for-\ 48; though God. would noc: 
lng that+ Al ſhould./ e enjoy the benefit of 
that ſufficiency ; -.then C ht be ſaid to. 
haye died, - evcn for: Inkdels, _ Unbelievers, 
as fach-;\ becauſe the price of Chriſt's. blood, if 
confidered in ic ſelf, in its own-worth and ya- 
lue, is fufficiens even for the Redemption of 
theſe 5. when. yer, according to Gods. cru? 
will in:Scripture, though Chriſt; obtained Re- 
- conciliation for. all; the benefit thereof accrues 
| x ta'thole, - __ Repegt of their fins, nd. 
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 Eleftion" Reprobated. 


apply that Reconciliation. tothemſelves in par- 
ticular, by Faith and Obedience ; and © this 
brings me k che: Fifth reaſon, Why no ſuch 4b- 
ſolute Decree of Eleftion, to Eternal Glory, can ever 
N- | be ſuppoſed to be made .by God; _ fs 


And hari is,- | 

Eifthly; Becauſe Chriſt, who died: for All, 
hed forrh his, Blood , : upon , terms beficring 
Mercy and. Juſtice, which could never have 
been, if there were any ſuch Decree ; + 48 this 
invites me to rake in the | 


Sade General Part.in che Text ; where. we: 
have the Author; and. Procurer, of this Decree 
of Eletion, namely: Chriſt ; | He bath choſen-ws 
in bim, in, Chriſt.” Matthew 26, 28... this; faich 
Chriſt, is my: Blood--of the. New Teſtament, Frog is 
ſhed for many, - for the remiſsion 0 = ſins ; and this 

_ effuſion! was, -upon-tetmas; behicting) Mercy and 
Juſtice: For though | God: was. mercifully af- 
feed towards man, yet out of: reſpect to his 
Truth and Veracity, ;* would: not allow his 
Mercy: to. fave any, till his Juſtice, was ſatis- 
fied ; and therefore he made, Chriſt, who ſhed 

- his blood for. us, the Foundation of our Electi- 
on ;, and that not in the ſenſe. of the Contra- 

. Re- 


The —_ ——— 
Remonſtrants ; who rel: us, che Goarfieſt, ids: 
creed the-Satvarion of ſore [0 Select perſons, 
and chenthe- givin" of CHE as-4 tHeans ts 
rin this Perera pas ; fo "thir with theme), 
God t the Father i5 ob Atithisr of our: FleQibns 
Chriſt but the inſtrument or executor , where- 
as (if-we will not derogate from: theipower of 
Crit "he- is to be ſo held +the-Poundation of 
eur E eftion,” 75 toVe the Atthor tthd- Preoctrer 
chetcof*:” ChHft paid the Targe'[cote of our fins 
by * his precedent fatiefaetion”; before God 
would chooſe any perloti ts: Lif6 Peemalp:not 
that God could not have acted otherwiſe, but 
char he might lave forne"regatd'ro his abuſed 
before che opeticd's s door of: Mercy : 
Fis \trae indeed,; that His vWilktnd: defies! co 
I + Sititiers, * wrent® befoj6"bichtr" the (Auial 
| ' or iy Dectee/£o'give'them'a'Saviour ; 
br 3. 16. » God\iSfaid to have loved the 
Work?! and:out- of- his love eg havegiven his 
Son'© bur 'Thar- his WA; or-Defire, was no 
petemproty” Decree” r& ſave finners ;- for then 
the wh ſaisfa&tion” of | Chrift would: have 
been vain® and | unprofitable :; - becauſe' there 
iwbilg-hi re OR AGE ofcditoledmyrecce: 
ciled; "whe did before love peremptorily, and 
| with fo nt Love, as to-confer eternal Life 


upon 


 Eletfion Repribated.” *23 


upon: thoſe, who-were che Objects. of it :ſo. 
char Chriſt may be. ſtyled the. Foundation of 
Gods Decree at Eletion upon a double ac- 
count. | 


Firſt, Bacank unleſs.Gods Decxee of, giving 
a Mediator bad gone before,. there had been 
no-place for his Decree of ſaving chem, who 


believe in;this Mediator. ., -;. | 


Secondly , Becauſe this Mediator ſatisfied 
the Divine Juſtice, which! before obſtructed 
Codabang ane) Reanriled mim we - 
that. .That- atisfattion :4p; Gods: Juſtice. being 
firſt. made, God; reſolved: afterwards; to, carry 
on the whole buſineſs of our Salvation, by 
that very Mediator, by pt a: his Mercy and 
Juſtice! wese .rcopgtedsb FE OE. Ds, 
A __ (Gave, hiwt hf or hd 
1m4get Feqaent 96s pr oe etl ow. $0, what 
-end did Chriſt bleed; a whole, Sk 

| if God had before cas hp + 7 
few. ſele&t perſons, tyed os ro him by 


 ,lbſalute Decxee,, ſhould wtaſt, hes fb 
a are f 


\Deach. * yet Wag 
x pay 61 ct a ler ys confi 7. PLreh 
bled: js $9.1God i5:30h} [1 _ & 
Our 
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(1) mrs Out Salvation,” © y woooſin to the'whole 

: mp ens 0- orld'the' Wie Reperitance-:' You'rſee 

arinaſia. "then, - that whoevyer efpouſes the-Dottrines: of 

| an ABSOLUTE DECREE, ſcems:to 

contra the beams of Gods Love, and 4 
HJanthropy, which are -univerſally-:diffuſed ui 

"all; who do nor-'(as that” fallen” Free in bidia 

does it leaves againſt” the (beams of- thee _ 


rn cloſe their eyes againſt then. - 


"There is no-perſon now under Heaven; for 
avhvtn Chrift'did'not dye! 'Chrift's Death is 
*nO- encloſure, no'Ms6 ifor fome'few, utc | 
-is:commotito AM;) Hi bloed'is' al = pigue; ian 
<unntiverſal-- reid: for he-1inpigf the whole 
"World: 250-30 elviild 2401 v2 2733 I: Q 
US AEST ell £29 yd 1036217 V9 46:7 

"F'now core es ch&-UK6Othit may beidkale 
"bf this whote Diſtourſe;"is-tie ſo* cha no” Ab- 
-ſohite'Decree of Eledtioncin' beinferr'd either - 
"From" tis of afy other Text of Seripeur 
hear ſors, AStiiietg3eb mnolad: L 
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the: ver _gulph of Deſpair ; which makes 
chtn ph fre che- terrors of the Divine venge- 
ange ſet in-Battle Array againſt them, and the 
Curſes of the Law thundring out their ſentence 
of 'condemnation : and the mouth of Hell gap- 
ing wide, to Fwallow them up and deyour 


 _ them: theſe frightful- apprehenſions do con- 


tinually haunt them, like ſo many ghoſts and 


Apparitions ; and follow them, like their own - 


| ſhadows. To whom let ' me' return this an- 
ſwer ; that this-their fear is groundleſs and un- 
reaſonable; and that it is onely, either fome 
ſudden ſtorm raiſed within them by the power 


and ſubtilty of the Deyil;; or elſeiristhe re- | 


ſle of their Melancholly, which is ofa yery 
- impreſſive temper, and Poetic” Nature';/ and 
is apt, os ark as, to _— in _ 

of Objects withour, in trange and 
rn ng ns 
them therefore be couragious, and rouze up 
their fainting and deſponding Souls; forthere 
i5help at hand; there is- an immoveable Rock 
for Co to Anchorupon, in the' midſt of theſe 
 WaveSof deſpair, which will not ſnffer them 
to be quite overwhelmed by them ; they have 
| rin himlelf hack parged any rhe 
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ſins, -and- Rs" ho — ry ar of the. 
' Law, .and; the Wrath; to come ; and- ſatisfied: 
the Divine. Juſtice, -and obrained Reconciliati-. 
on and pardon for them-:; O. then it there, be. 
any conſolation ..in. Chriſt,. ler. them raiſe .up 
their drooping and. dying Spitits.! Ler them: 
not. Dye, _ our of a fear and: Apprehenſion 
that they muſt Dye ! Let them not determine 
and. deyote themlelyes to Death by a fatal-Ne-, 
celfity.!. God. hath, paſſed. no Abſolute. Decree 
of ;Reprobatian againſt them, and . why.then 
ſhould they Ena& one- againſt ad 2 If 
they, will. be ſaved,. they, may ; God. affords. 
them, the helps of his. Grace and. Spirit; Let 
them not therefore ſhuc the, mouth of the bor-. 
tomaleſs.pit upon, themſelves, nor (like content- 
ed Vaſlals.) kiſs. cheir chains, . and -hug their. - 
fetters. being their-own. Jailors-.. ; Fhe door is. 

open they-.may.come out, there is. Light. g- 

ogh. to guide them out, and all. the darkneſs, 

> were in, ſhall yaniſh at the. brightneſs, of 
| Gods; Grace. and. Mercy, -as; 2 Miſt. . before - the; 
Sun131 Let [them therefore. row. away. thoſe 
Grave-ſtones ,, they have! pulled .upon..them 

ſelves, by the. Ms their. Pogale ang 

! Fa: they will ;b 
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they, who ſincerely. endeayour. to pleaſe God, 
and keep his Commandments, have. not the 
leaſt ground from Scripture, to ſuſpect any ſe- 
cret .Decree of--Gods, that ſhall:icauſe -their 
s Os Ruin-or Damnation : and whatever the ſecrer 
'Decrees of God. are, concerning: the Eternal 
ſtate of men,..they muſt not be made. by them, 
the ſtandard and rule, either: of their Daty, or 
Comfort : Let them/ not: therefore ſearch into 
Gods ſecret Decrees, but his Revealed Laws ; 
and ſince he hath given them; rules of. Life, 
which (upon the ſevereſt penalties). he requires 
[them to Study and Practice :. let them not turn 
alide from theſe, and: make it their buſineſs to 
trace his Cabinet Counſels: let them nor gaze 
at the Stars. to read their. deſtiny and_not-look 
to, 'but diſregard their feet, and. by. that negli- 
-gence. experiment the worſt Fate, they could 
have / portended ; . For, .I think, we may fay, 
our wild-fancies .about, Gods. Decrees, have in 
event Reprobated. and Damned more,. than thoſe 
Decrees, upon which they, are ſo willing to 
charge their ruin. And as the thoughts of Gods 
| Abſolute: Decree of Reprobation ſhould not 
drive.men. into deſpair,. on: the one hand ; fo 
neither ſhould the thoughts of their being .cho- 
ſen by Gods Abſolute Decree of EleQion make 
S, . 43 | them 
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brings me ro'my - 


H. HSE, or ufe of Reproof to thoſe Pre. 
deſtinarians, who think they are ſo'faft ty'd to. 
. God by his Abfolute Decree of Eleftion to E- 
ternal Glory, and that they are fach- ſpecial 
Confidents and Fayorites 'of Heaven, ' that all 
their fins fhall not be able to- ſeparate them 
from the Love and Favour of God:: they have, 
through the falſe perſpetive of preſumprion 
feen their names written indelibly inthe Book 
of Life, and are therefore oof 'opinion, that all 
their Proyocations and Rebellions againſt Hea- 
en, cannot diſturb their Horoſcope , nor re- 
verſe their fatal 'and deſtin'd bli&'and happineſs; 
and hereim'they'reſenble the Scholars of Marcus 
in Ireneus, who precended;they were gver-rmwuamsl, 
naturally ſpiritual, and that they could be no 
more blemiſht 'or tainted, by alk the fins'and 
debancheries in'the World, 'thanche'Sun-beams 
can be prophaned orſullied by a Dinghill : buc 
' lerme tell choſe, who have eſpouſed this dan- 
Perous Opinion ; rhat 'continuanee-infin, and 
Gods favour, are inconliftent; thar'there is no. 
 Abſolate Decree 'of the Altnighties will ſecure 
Heaven ro:them.;, their Holineſs is the beſt ſe- 


curity,, 


p eoH10; p q Ny THMAAEELELT ; 

curity, that- they can give, oz. God will take 
for it : This is the Tenour of che-Goſpel, and 
this is the ſumm of our Commiſſion, that are 
the Preachers of it : We cannot give out Copies 


of Gods. Decrees, or give men an immediate 


Aſſurance of Heaven, but we muſt proceed, by 
a juſt inference from thoſe Conditions, and 
Qualifications , which the Goſpel expteſles-: 
- We ſearch notthe Records of Heaven, but the 
Books of the Scripture ; + whereby I1/a. 3. 10, 


11. We may fay to the Righteous, that it ſhall be 


well with him ; and to the wicked, that it ſhall be ill 


Vith him ; which is the ſame ſenſe with that St... 


Angiftin ſpake when he declaimed againſt the 


Fate and Neceſflity-of the Stoicks, (a)God hath De- (2) Daw Pre. t 
:treedto reward Goodneſs, and puniſh wickedneſs : If nee 
Gen 


therefore you defite-that Heaven and Happine 
ſhould make their approaches to you, make 
you your approaches 'to:God in Holineſs ; Jam. 
4. 8. Draw nigh to God, -and be will draw nigh to. 
Jou, This is the ſtanding Law of Heaven, 
and God will not recede one: Iota or tittle from. 
it : For, it is not becauſe our Brains are filled: 


with a ſtrong Conceit of Gods Eternal Love to. 
us, or becauſe we:{well into a mighty bulk with: 


aiery fancies and preſumprtions of our Election,, 
that we become the more dear and acceptable: 
| . to: 
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T he dbolnwe«Decree of 
to God ; unleſs our: ſins fink, as our Hopes 
keep up, unleſs our fins Ebb- as much -as our 
Hopes 'do flow : Ir is not a pertinacious imagi- 
nation, of our "Names being enrolled - in the 
Book of Life, or of the Debt-books of Heaven 
being croſſed, / that can Entitle us to Heaven ; 
Nor will the fancying our fins waſht away with 
the blood ' of Chriſt , -whilft the foul : ſtains 


thereof remain'in our Souls, -make us ever the 


Cleaner; he who thinks, -that God. is fo cer- 
tainly eſpouſed to his ſoul,” as to be bound-to - . 


take it for better,”-for worſe, being far -from 


.the Kingdom of God : To which Kingdom 
_ that we.may All at length arrive, God preſerve 
' us all from this fatal and ,dangerous Opinion, 
"either of | Abſolute 'and Peremptory-Election, 


© *or Reprobation,z and this. we" beg of him for 


the ſake of that Mediator, whoſe Blood was a 
Propitiation for the fins of the Whole World ; 


.to whom with the. Father and . the. Holy Spirit, 


be all Honour, and-Glory, and Praiſe. 


FINIS. 
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' © Three Sermons lately pubh ed by the ſame 


Author and ſold by.Ben. Billingſley. 


1 Sermon Preached before the Right Ho- 
_ nourable the Lord Mayor and Court 
of Aldermen of the City of London at Guild-hall. 


2 The neceſſity of Receiving the Holy Sa- 
.crament, declared in a Sermon at a Conference 
of the ſeyeral Miniſters of the Deanry of Braug- 
hin , in the County of Hertford, appointed by 
the Right Reverend Father in God Henry 
Lord Biſhop of London to be held at Ware. 


3. The great. Excellency and Uſefulneſs and 
Neceſlity of humane Learning, declared in a 
Sermon preached before the Univerſity ,at Great 
| St. Maries Church in Cambridge, Aug. the 7th. 
HET? _” | 


As alſo another by an Ingenious Author. 

The Italian Ship or Pauls Tranſportation to 
Rome a Diſcourſe on As the 27 and 15 made 
on March the 2oth. 1681, by Will, Ramſey B. D. 
and then Lecturer in T/leworth in Middleſex. © 


